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ss AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND 
THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


MANAGEMENT OF THE NATIONAL RECONNAIGANCE PROGRAM ERB — 





L Sin lili bec 

A. To inaure thatthe particular talents, experience snd capabilities 

within the Department of Defense and the Central Intelligence Agency are 
fully and most effectively utilized in the establishment, management and | 
conduct of the National Reconnaissance Program, the Secretary of 
Defense and the Director of Central Intelligence hereby agree that the 
Secretary of Defense shall be the Executive Agent for the National 
Reconnaissance Program, which shall be developed, managed and 
conducted in accordance with polices and guidance joatty agreed to by 
the Secretary of Defense and the Director of Central Intelligence. 

B. To carry out his responsibilities as Executive Agent for the 
National Reconnaissance Program, the Secretary of Defense will 
-eatablish as 8 separate operating agency of the Department of Defense 
a National Reconnaissance Office under the direction, ee 
control of the Secretary af Defense, 

The Director National Reconnaissance Office shall 
ccna y of Defense and shall hina and the DCI 
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1. Organization and Command of the National Reconnaissance Office 
The National Reconnaissance Office shall consist of: 
A. A Director appointed from among the officers and employees 
of the Department of Defense by the Secretary of Defense with the con-— 
currence af the Director of Central Intelligence, who shall devote 
“major portion of his time to the business of the National Reconnaissance ©” . 
B. A Deputy Director appointed from among the officers sad 


- employees of the Central Intelligence Agency by the Director of Central 


Intelligence with the concurrence af the Becretary of Defense. The Deputy 
Director NRO shall at all times be kept fully and currently informed as to 
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a aativttios of the Rational Recommaleance Progra, sflecting hie 
assigned responsibtlities. ené-shall- Under the direction of the 
Director NRO he shall be responsible for: 
| L Matatainng-Uadoen Depervising relations between the 

_ NRO and the United States Intelligence Board and its subcommittees; 
2. Superviaing relations between the MRO and the intelligence 
exploitation community; — 
3. Insuring that all directions of the Director, NRO, are 
_ carried out promptly within the Central Intelligeace Agency. 

fe 4. ‘Managing, directing and supervising all covert projects 
-NRP tasks and-eporations-hevotelere-canigned-ev-hereniter asuigned by 
the Director, NRO, to the Central Intelligence Agency. dev-encoution;-ond 

Br 8, Pertorming wach other daties as may be aanigned by the 
Director, NRO. 
Fhe-Deopuly INesoter-chall-aet- ier and suercise ths-powers-at- the 
Divecter,-NBO;-during- hie -abeence-ce-disabilitye 

Buch personnel of the Army, Navy, Air Force, other components 

seeelhinsheideeiiameadteneidnbiaiaats - 
shall be assigned on a full time basis to appropriate positions within the 
National Reconnaissance Office. | 
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D. ‘The chain of command shall ren f rom the Secretary of Defense sa 
Executive Agent to the Director, NRO. Guidance to the Director, NRO, 
shall be furnished by the Secretary of Defense as Executive Agent 
hereunder and by the United states Intelligence Beard. : 

i the absence or af the Director the 
Secretary of the Air Fores shall act on any NRO matter pertaining to 
mm Functions and Reeponsthlities of the National Reconnaissance Office | 
Subject to the of law. the of o 
this Agreement, the guidance he zeceiwe from the Secretary of Defense 
and from the Director af Central e through the yon 

- Detense), the Director, NRO, ts responsible for management ofall = 
aspects of the NRP, Jn particular, he The-Nallonsl-Hesennalasenee-Offiee, 
ender the-diveotion and-eperaiional-centrel-et-ite-Directory shall be - 
responsible for: | 

A. Amsigning all project tasks such as technical 
to aj elements of the DOD and the CIA, a 
changing such assign: and t other steps he ms seal | 
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B. Development and operation on a continuing basis fer-the-seproval-- 
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“eb-the Seevetary-ct-Delonse-ené the-Dincster-cf-Gontwel-intelligense te 
single National Reconnaissance Program to Comeist of ail projects for 
collection of aad information | 
for sls manned siveradhand-eneliie overfights over deuied territory, 

by aircraft, drones, and satellites, both imagery and/BLEVF exclusive 

"of peripheral SEGHNE- operations. Seecchplanaing, maximum use will be made 

of the appropriate technical and operational capabilities and resources 
of the Department of Defense, NBA and CIA wilibe-made to support all 
collection and processing programs, projects. 

ia C. Reapouding directly and solely to the imagery and electronic - 

signal (SIGINT) collection requirements and pricrities established by 
the United States Intelligence Board. 

& Dz ‘Scheduling all missions for overflights in the Netional: 
Reconnaissance Program, subject-te obtaining appropriate clearances | 
where required from higher authority. 

By E, Execution of all menned-elrerai-and-satellite-oveailights- 








facilities and resources of the Department of Defense and the Central 


—_—ne Agency through epecitic delagaticn of responetbitity to, 
appropriate DOD and CIA elements. 
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a F. initial imagery proceasing, titting, production end delivery 
“of the collected product to the users as specified by the URIB. ofthe 
collected product 
Gy G, Decommutation, conversion, technical correction and 
reconstruction of the collected electronic signal data to yield a ussble 
collection product, and delivery of such collection product in proper format 
“together with associated data necessary for explottation to the NEA or 
cther user as specified by the USIB. | 
H, Engineering analysis of all collection systems to correct | 
scsi thal in gil inilaaiaaitnactnisail 
_ information for new systems. 
ah L Planning and conduct of research and development of future 
NEP projects, utilising therefere-the- appropriate resources and 
capabilities of the —— weere-apprepetate-she-services-al 
private contractors, 
te J. rprovai-eali Presentation, os required, ofall apecta of 
with-reapos? te the NRP to the Bpecial Group where-Special-Geoup a: 
Board. a 
de K. Maintenance of a uniform system of security procedures aad ie 
contrl in accordance with security policy eetablited for the MRP by the 
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Ke L. Preperation of badget requact fr all MRO programs, an 
"presentation and substantiation of such budget requeste to the Becretary 
of Defense and the Director of Central Intelligence, the Bureau of the 
Budget and Congressional Committees. CIA will include in tts budget 
presentation to the Bureau of the Budget and Congressional Committees 
the identity of those NEP tasks prejecte-few which ensvulien-ie are 
assigned to CIA snd which are to be financed from NRO resources. 
i Mo Direction and management of the application of, and 
administration of all fande made available for the National Reconnaissance 
Me N, Rendition of status of funds reports and analyses. 
IV. Authorities 
The Director, National Reconnaissaz: e Office, in connection with 
his assigned responsibilities for the National Recomatssance Program, 
shall be authorized to: 
A. Organize, staff and supervise the National Reconnaissance Office : 
B. Establish, manage and conduct the National Reconnaissance : 
V. Relationships - 
A. tn carrying out his responsibilities for the Netionsl Reconnsisssnce | 
Program, the Director, National Reconnaissance Office shall: - 
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1 Keep such officials of the Department of Defense and the 
Central Intelligence Agency as the Secretary of Defense and the Director 
of Central Intelligence may respectively designate under the provisions 
of paragraph I C to-cunmine-end-moniter-the-Diational-Recennainsanee- 
Prograns cn-thoie-behalé, personally informed on a regular basis, or 
on request, on the status of projects of the National Reconnaissance 
2. Esteblish appropriate Unison between the National Recon 
naissance Office and the United States Intelligence Board, the Joint Chiefs — 
of Staff, the Defense Intelligence Agency, and the National Security Agency. 

3. Where appropriate make use of qualified personnel of the 
Department of Defense and the Central Intelligence Agency as full-time _ 
members of the Natioual Recoanaissance Office, oe 

4. Make maximum utilization of the- appropriate technical and 
operational capabilities and resources of the Department of Defense, 
the National Security Agency and the Central Intelligence Agency to 
support all collection and processing programs including but not limited 
to, electronic signal and imagery programs. 

B. Officials of all elements of the Department of Defense and the 


| Central Intelligence Agency shall provide support within their respective 7 
Salde-of-respeeatbllity suthorities to the Director, National Reconnaissance 7 
Oltice as may be necessary for the Director to carry out his assigned 
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may- shall be utilized whereby intividual project directors will report 


directly to the Director, National Recounaisesnce han 


National Reconnaissance Office shall be given support as required from 


‘normal staff elements of the military departments and agencies of the 


Department of Defense and of the Central Intelligence Agency concerned, 
although these staff elements will not participate in those project matters 
except as he specifically requests, and these projects will not be subject 
t» normal Department of Defense or Central Intelligence Agency staff 
review. 


VL Effective Date 
Tus ngreemant is etsctve eye sigantre an supersedes the 


DOD-CIA NRO Agreement dated 3 May 1963. 








February 1963 
John A. McCone Roswell Gilpatric 


Director of:Central Intelligence Deputy Secretary of Defense 
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Atternate paragraph E, page 4: 


E, The Director, NRO, shall designate appropriate DOD persconel, 
dissbitity, on any MRO matter pertaining to the DOD exept those over 
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